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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1, 4, 6, 8-10, 22, 25-29, and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) 
as being anticipated by Hornback (PCT WO 99/56463). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , the office interprets the word wallet to mean a bag for 
carrying miscellaneous articles while traveling (Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 
Tenth Edition) and uses this interpretation throughout this action. Hornback discloses a 
portable electronic photo album comprising: a housing structure that fits within a wallet 
(figure 3A; page 4 lines 14-15); an electronic display, located within the housing, 
capable of displaying digital images (figure 3A, item 200); memory, located within the 
housing, that stores one or more digital images (page 3, lines 1-5); and dedicated 
processing circuitry, located within the housing and being coupled to the memory and 
the display, the processing circuitry being substantially dedicated to displaying on the 
electronic display the one or more digital images stored in memory in the form of a CPU 
(figure 4, item 420; page 7 lines 16-18). 

4. Regarding claim 4, see examiner's comments on claim 1 above and note that the 
control buttons or knobs (220) on Hornback' s device are used to select stored pictures 
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for viewing. Therefore the housing clearly includes at least one user input device for 
advancing which digital image is displayed on the electronic display. 

5. Regarding claim 6, see examiner's comments on claim 1 above and note that the 
display (200) includes a liquid crystal display (page 8, Iines20-21). 

6. Regarding claim 8, see examiner's comments on claim 1 above and note that a 
direct connection between an external optional computer (via various interfaces such as 
a parallel port or USB) and Hornback's electronic photo album is disclosed and 
therefore an electrical connector mounted to the housing, and wherein the digital 
images are loaded into memory via a cable connected to the connector is clearly 
anticipated by Hornback (figure 4, items 460 and 404; page 7 lines 19-28). 

7. Regarding claim 9, see examiner's comments on claim 1 and above and note 
that Hornback's device may also use an infrared I/O port, wherein the digital images are 
loaded into memory via the infrared I/O port (page 7, lines 19-28). 

8. Regarding claim 10, see examiner's comments on claim 1 and above and note 
that Hornback's device may accept a flash card and therefore a FLASH memory 
connector, wherein the digital images are loaded into memory via the a FLASH card 
connector to the FLASH memory connector would be provided. 

9. Regarding claim 22, examiner's comments on claim 1 above are applied. 

10. Regarding claim 25, examiner's comments on claims 22 and 8 above are 
applied. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 26, see examiner's comments on claim 25 above and note that 
since in figure 4 an external storage device such as an electronic camera or any other 
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data storage is provided to an interface that is linked to the CPU of the photo album 
then the conventional interface cable is an interface cable that also may be connected 
to a digital camera. 

12. Regarding claim 27, examiner's comments on claims 22 and 9 above are 
applied. 

13. Regarding claim 28, examiner's comments on claims 22 and 10 above are 
applied. 

14. Regarding claim 29, examiner's comments on claims 22 and 10 above are 
applied. Also since the flash card with stored images is inserted into the photo album 
then storing is accomplished external to the photo album by loading images into a 
FLASH card, wherein the processing circuitry extracts images directly from the FLASH 
card. 

15. Regarding claim 30, see examiner's comments on claim 1 above and note that 
the external storage device (400) interfaced with the photo album may also be a 
memory card, or any other data storage device capable of storing digital images (figure 
4; page 7, lines 12-16). 

16. Regarding claim 31 , see examiner's comments on 31 above and note that the 
image data is loaded from the memory card (other sources) into internal storage device 
(402) and optionally displayed from there (figure 7A, items 710,711 and 200; page 11, 
lines 22-28) thus the internal storage device includes a display memory and the 
processing circuitry acts to swap image data from the memory card (other sources) into 
the display memory for display on the electronic display. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



17. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claims 2,3 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hornback as applied to claim 1 above, in view of Rowland et al (US Patent No: 
5801970). 

19. Regarding claims 2 and 3, Hornback as applied to claim 1 above, discloses all 
the limitations except wherein the processing circuitry is an application specific 
integrated circuit (ASIC) as recited in claim 2, and wherein the processing circuitry is a 
programmable logic device (PLD) as recited in claim 3. However it is well known in the 
art that an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC) or a programmable logic array is 
an equivalent substitute for the processing circuitry (CPU) disclosed by Hornback. 
Rowland et al disclose an invention used to gather image information for scene tracking 
and teach that the data processor used in the invention may be an off-the-shelf CPU, 
ASIC, or programmable logic array (see Rowland et al f columnl, lines 1-15; column 4, 
lines 49-51). Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made to use either an ASIC or a programmable logic array 
(device) in place of the CPU of Hornback' s invention since these are equivalent 
substitutes and this is well known in the art as taught by Rowland et al. 

20. Regarding claims 23, see examiner's comments on claims 22, and 2 above. 
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21 . Regarding claims 24, see examiner's comments on claims 22, and 3 above. 

22. Claims 11-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hornback in view of Ohta et al (US Patent No: 6577760). 

23. Regarding claims 1 1 , and 13-16, Hornback discloses a portable electronic photo 
album system that includes an electronic photo album comprising an electronic display, 
memory, a processing circuitry dedicated to displaying one or more digital images 
stored in memory, means for capturing the one or more digital images (see examiner's 
comments on claim 1 and note the digital camera in figure 7A) and an optional 
computer from which the photo album can download images (Hornback figure 4, item 
404; page 7, lines 25-28). Hornback does not specifically state that the computer can 
receive the captured images from the image capture means and sends the images to 
the photo album for storage in memory. However, it is well known in the art to load 
images onto computers directly from some image capture means, such as a camera, 
and process them before storing them in other media and/or displaying them. Ohta et al 
disclose an image processing apparatus, method and system designed for editing or 
storing a plurality of images. In Ohta et al's invention images can be directly loaded onto 
a computer from digital still cameras, scanners, CD-ROMs, and floppy discs (Ohta et al 
figure 21; column 14, lines 57-67, column 15, lines 1-8). A computer such as the one 
described by Ohta et al would provide the user with enhanced image processing 
capabilities for processing the images before storing them into the photo album and also 
provide greater storage capacity. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to configure the device of Hornback to receive images from a 
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computer that were directly loaded onto the computer from image capture means such 
as digital still cameras, scanners, CD-ROMs, and floppy discs since this is well known in. 
the art as taught by Ohta et al. 

24. Regarding claim 12, see examiner's comments on claim 1 1 above and note that 
it is well known to use a common interface cable between the computer and one of the 
means for capturing the image such as the scanner (Ohta et al figure 21). 

25. Regarding claim 17, see examiner's comments on claim 1 1 above and note that 
the computer in the combination of Hornback and Ohta et al includes application 
software for manipulating the captured digital images (Ohta et al column 5 lines 8-43). 

26. Regarding claim 18, see examiner's comments on claim 1 1 above and note that 
the computer in the combination of Hornback and Ohta et al includes a monitor and that 
since the images are first processed (manipulated) and then sent to the album, then it is 
obvious that the album would display the final product exactly as it would appear on the 
computer's monitor. 

27. Claims 5 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hornback as applied to claims 1 and 30 above, and further in view of Eisele et al (US 
Patent No: 6089459). 

28. Regarding claim 5, Hornback as applied to claim 1 above discloses all the 
limitations (see examiner's comments on claim 1 ) except wherein the electronic display 
also displays at least one user input location for advancing which digital image is 
displayed on the electronic display. Hornback's device has means for advancing which 
digital image is displayed but it is not shown on the display, it is well known in the art to 
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provide touch screens instead of control keys on the display of various devices. This 
would reduce the overall weight of the device and make it more compact. Eisele et al 
discloses a device for displaying graphical data that uses an optional touch screen 
provided for its control keys (Eisele et al column 8, lines 57-64). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
configure Hornback's device with touch screen display in order to display at least one 
user input location for advancing which digital image is displayed on the electronic 
display using Eisele et al's teaching because this is well known in the art and doing so 
would make the device lighter and more compact. 

29. Regarding claim 32, Hornback as applied to claim 30 above discloses all the 
limitations (see examiner's comments on claim 30) except wherein the processing 
circuitry displays image on the electronic display directly from image data stored on the 
memory card. Eisele et al discloses a device for displaying graphical data directly from a 
smart diskette that may include a flash card. Eisele et al's display device has no 
memory but uses the memory and the circuitry contained on the diskette/flash card 
combination. The device thus displays the data directly from the memory card (Eisele et 
al figure 3, items 103 and 200; figures 9a and 9b; figure 12 items 1201 and 1202; 
column 11 41-52; column15 lines 8-12). Because additionally memory would not be 
provided in the display device, manufacturing and retail costs would be reduced. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to configure Hornback's device for displaying images directly from 
image data stored on a memory card as taught by Eisele et al since this would provide 
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to the user the option of a less expensive device by utilizing common conventional 
removable memory storage media. 

30. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hornback 
as applied to claim 6 above, and further in view of Akins et al (US Patent No: 5623280). 

31 . Regarding claim 7, Hornback discloses all the limitations (see examiner's 
comments on claim 6) except wherein the liquid crystal display is substantially flexible. 
Akins et al disclose a flexible liquid crystal display with touch sensitive screen and teach 
that the plastic substrates used in the manufacture of the flexible LCDs are thinner, 
lighter, less susceptible to breakage and lend themselves more readily to the 
manufacturing process. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to configure the LCD in Hornback to be 
flexible since they would be less susceptible to damage, and would make the device 
lighter and more compact as taught by Akins et al. 

32. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hornback in view of Miki (US Patent No: 6393745). 

33. Regarding claim 19, Hornback discloses all the limitations including a portable 
electronic photo album that includes: a housing; an electronic display, located within the 
housing, capable of displaying digital images; memory, located within the housing, that 
stores one or more digital images; and dedicated processing circuitry, located within the 
housing and being coupled to the memory and the display, the processing circuitry 
being substantially dedicated to displaying on the electronic display the one or more 
digital images stored in memory (see examiner's comments on claim 1). Hornback does 
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not disclose that the electronic photo album is part of an electronic photo album wallet 
that further comprises a body that includes one or more pockets for storing credit cards, 
and one or more pockets for storing money. Miki discloses an invention used for 
containing a display device and carrying the display device while displaying the images 
stored. Further Miki teaches that configurations such as handbags and briefcases are 
also contemplated as being suited for this invention. Images are displayed through a 
central aperture cut out of one of the walls of the container (Miki column 4 lines 58-65; 
column 5 lines 6-10). Also it is well known to store credit cards, and money in the 
various pockets that are normally provided in handbags, backpacks and briefcases. 
Providing a carry wallet for the electronic photo album would help to protect it from 
damage due to weather, accidental dropping and handling by the different persons that 
might be viewing the images stored thereon. All this would give the user of the 
electronic photo album a more secure device with added versatility. Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Hornback's device using Miki to provide a wallet as claimed by the applicant in 
claim 19 since this would give the user of the electronic photo album a more secure with 
added versatility. 

34. Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the combination of Hornback and Miki as applied to claim 19 above, and further in 
view of Rowland. 

35. Regarding claims 20 and 21, see examiner's comments on claims 19, 2 and 3 
above. 
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Conclusion 



36. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Lueder US Patent No: 6559918 

Hoshino et al US Patent No: 6469770 

Ishii et al US Patent No: 5396340 

Komaki US Patent No: 5039846 

Takeuchi et al US Patent No: 4888648 

Montalbano US Patent No: 5775668 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hedley Linton whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4693. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 5:30pm, Mon-Thu and 8am- 
4:30pm FrL 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (305) 305- 
4700. 




Hedley Linton 
Examiner 
Art Unit 261 5 
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